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“That men do not learn very much from the
lessons of history is the most important
of all the lessons that history has to teach.”

~ Aldous Huxley



The mission of the Nicollet County Historical Society shall be

the discovery, preservation, and dissemination of knowledge

about the history of Nicollet County and the State of Minnesota.

Serving More Than Ever
NCHS served 175,189 in 2011. That’s a pretty
impressive number, and it continues to grow each
year. It makes me especially proud in an era when
museum attendance is declining. We feel there are
several reasons we are bucking that trend.

Face it—our history matters. Local history is
important, but you can’t tell the history of
Minnesota, or even the U.S., without discussing
what happened in Nicollet County. Whether you’re a
genealogist, civil war buff, or political junkie, we
have it all right here. Even the new History
standards for Minnesota require students to study
what happened here.

Unlike many societies, we manage four distinct
sites to share our stories. And the reality is, we’re
branching out from there to provide programs and
services throughout the county, across Minnesota,
and beyond. I believe the future of museums will be
to provide content to individuals wherever they may
be – on their phone, on the web, at home, or at a

public place. We serve thousands
of people who would never be
able to step foot inside the Treaty
Site History Center. That’s an
exciting and powerful thing.

In 2011 we partnered with the
Arts Center of Saint Peter on a
traveling Smithsonian exhibit,
published Dr. William Lass’s The
Treaty of Traverse des Sioux, and
announced duel Ted Moline
Scholarship winners Magdelena
Morrow and Sarah Miller.

In 2012 we’re streaming lectures
online, we’re displaying traveling
exhibits in other communities,
and will be featured on NPR.
Exciting stuff for a regional
museum in the heart of the
Minnesota River Valley.
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The Somali dance troup
presentation at North
Elementary, held in
conjunction with the
exhibition of New
Harmonies: Celebrating
American Roots Music a
part of Museum on
Main Street–a
collaboration between
the Smithsonian
Institution and state
humanities councils
nationwide.

Professional Somali
musicians mixed classi-
cal songs from their
homeland with dance,
hip-hop, and discussions
of Somali culture and
shared with both
St. Peter students and
later in the evening with
the public at a TSHC
performance.



The past year, 2011, was a successful year but also
a very challenging year. Much energy and effort

was expended in Spring flood preparations. Luckily,
we were spared but admissions income was lost and
extra expenses were incurred (updating and
enhancing flood insurance, sandbagging, etc).

Also the three-week state-wide governmental shut
down did impact Harkin Store, Fort Ridgely and
NCHS with actual closures and general public
uncertainty about site operations. Again, the net
result was lost income in our prime tourist season.

We are optimistic that 2012 will be kinder to NCHS
and the five sites that we manage and operate—The
Treaty Site History Center, E. St. Julien Cox House,
Harkin Store, Traverse des Sioux Treaty Site, and
Fort Ridgely Museum.

Our public funding sources have treated us fairly
during these difficult recessionary years, but overall
funding is not keeping up with growing costs. Plainly
stated, we need additional revenues and donations
in order to continue to deliver the level of service
that the public has come to expect of NCHS.

Here are my thoughts on how members could help:

1. Promote and recruit new members to NCHS.
Neighbors, relatives, friends, co-workers, past
Nicollet County residents, and people with an affinity
for Nicollet County all make for excellent prospects.

2. Upgrade your membership to a lifetime member-
ship if your budget allows. Why not use this easy
way to give a little extra and lock in a lifetime
benefit.

3. Support NCHS with an extra donation as your
budget may allow.

4. Whenever giving In
Memoriam, consider designating
NCHS as your donor choice.

5. When estate planning, consult
with your attorney and financial
planner on the many creative
ways you can give and create a
legacy for NCHS.

6. Give a membership as a gift.

7. If you own a business,
purchase a business membership
and pass along many of NCHS
benefits on to your employees.
See our web site for details.

8. Finally, your creative ideas
and suggestions are always
welcome. Please let us hear from
you.

In closing, your Board of Directors
has the highest of praise for our
executive director, Ben Leonard,
and his staff and volunteers for
the outstanding effort of the past
year. Their contributions are
recognized and appreciated.

Please continue to participate in
our ongoing events and activities
throughout the year. Stay informed
and up to date by utilizing our web
site (www.nchsmn.org) throughout
the year.

Gary Schmidt
President
Nicollet County Historical Society
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NCHS President
Gary Schmidt

Left: TSHC Central
Exhibit which was
the focal point of
the educational
DVD project com-
pleted in 2011

Center: Harkin Store
renovations

Rigtt: Fort Ridgely
Monument
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It’s debatable whether the curse, “may you live in
interesting times,” is actually a Chinese proverb or

an English one. But I think few of us would debate
that the times we live in are very interesting. Local
government funding, school budgets, and family
incomes have seen little growth for a long time.
That doesn’t make it easy for museums like ours.

We’ve been incredibly fortunate at NCHS. County
and community support remain incredibly high.
Partnerships, like that with the Arts Center of
St. Peter for the Smithsonian’s New Harmonies
exhibit, continue to be strong. We served more
people in 2011 than ever before. By building
programs, extending outreach, forming new
partnerships, and embracing technology we will
increase that number in 2012.

Hosting the New Harmonies exhibit was just one of
many 2011 highlights. The documentary film
series, in its third year, has become a wonderfully
eclectic monthly happening. The Society published
our first book in a long time. Dr. William Lass’s
history of the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux is a much
needed addition to Minnesota history. In September
the Society helped host the Northern Great Plains
History Conference that welcomed scholars from

across the country. I think I’m
most proud of the Cox House
interpretive plan. We now have a
road map to increase our
programming, attendance, and
community presence at the site
we’ve operated since 1971.

If we live in interesting times, we
certainly interpret very interesting
history. 2012 has just begun, but
it has hit the ground running. The
sesquicentennial of Gustavus
Adolphus College, U.S. – Dakota
War, and Civil War means a busy
coming year. I’m looking forward
to it. Thank you so much for
being here with us.

Ben Leonard
Director
Nicollet County Historical

Society

Director’s Report

NCHS 2011 at a glance
Left: The fall burning of the

MSH prairie site
courtesy of Scott Kudelka at MNSU-Mankato

Bottom Left: The volunteer sandbagging
crew working at the front
entrance of the TSHC.

Right: New Harmonies panels
at the Arts Center.

Below Right: Visitors listen to the
Harkin story

NCHS Director
Ben Leonard



Loren Sundboom helps
with the spring 2011
sandbagging.

Left: Jeremy Freeman,
current VP of NCHS
board.

Right: Nancy Zemple,
Fort Ridgely Site
Manager.

Bob Sandeen walks the
Crossing trail.

Ruth Grewe in her
Harkin role.

Board of Directors
Gary Schmidt, North Mankato

President (2nd term ending 2012)

Jeremy Freeman, St. Peter
Vice President (2nd term ending 2013)

Tami Skinner, St. Peter
Secretary (2nd term ending 2013)

Herb Poncin, Nicollet
Treasurer (2nd term ending 2011)

Diane Stenson, St. Peter
Historian (2nd term ending 2011)

Bernadotte Township
Sally Webster (2nd term ending 2013)

Courtland
Bob Schabert (1st term ending 2013)

Lafayette
Pamela Morson (1st term ending 2013)

Nicollet
Thorild Nelson (2nd term ending 2011)

North Mankato
Chris Corley (2nd term ending 2013)
Lori Lahlum (1st term ending 2011)

St. Peter
Steve Baxa (1st term ending 2011)
Patti Kelly (1st term ending 2012)
Emilie Lokensgard (2nd term ending 2013)

West Newton Township
Alma Forst (1st term ending 2012)

Staff
Ben Leonard

Executive Director
ben@nchsmn.org

Bob Sandeen
Research Coordinator
bob@nchsmn.org

Jessica Brockberg
Office Manager
jessica@nchsmn.org

Allen McBride, Jessica Becker,
Loren Sundboom

Museum Assistants

Wayne Passon
Maintenance Coordinator

Richard Tostenson
Cox House Manager
cox@nchsmn.org

Ruth Grewe
Harkin Store Site Manager
harkin@nchsmn.org

Ann Koch, Karen Rogotzke,
Rose Alsleben

Harkin Store Site Guides

Nancy Zempel
Fort Ridgely Site Manager
ridgely@nchsmn.org

Dorothy Polesky, Ashley Hamre,
Char Nack, Melinda Sommer,
Karen Rogotzke

Fort Ridgely Site Guides

Board of Directors and Staff
The Society would like to thank its employees, board of directors, and committee

members for working so hard to make the Nicollet County Historical Society one of
the top institutions of its kind in Minnesota. That goal would be impossible without you.

5



2010 Annual Meeting Minutes

Nicollet County Historical Society
Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 16, 2011

The Nicollet County Historical Society membership convened for its annual meeting at Gustavus Adolphus
College, St. Peter, MN on Sunday, January 16, 2011 at 1 p.m.

Director Ben Leonard welcomed the group and called Herb Poncin for the Invocation. Ameal was then served by
the Gustavus dining staff.

I. 2:00 Call to Order
President Gary Schmidt called the annual business meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The president welcomed

our speaker Dr. William Lass.

II. Pledge of Allegiance
The group recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. Approval of Agenda
The President called for any additions to the agenda. Director Leonard made a motion to add the names of

the board members seeking second terms to the board in section VII. M/S Eileen Holz / Janet Anthony. Motion
carried.

IV. Secretary’s Report
The 2010 annual meeting minutes were presented as printed on pages 11–12 in the Annual Report. There

being no additions or corrections, the President called for a motion to approve the minutes as written. M/S Edi
Thorstensson / Ed Wetherill. Motion carried.

V. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Herb Poncin presented the Financial Report as printed on pages 9–10 of the Annual Report. He

stated that we currently have $46,317.47 in checking account - $25,000 of that is from a CD. The Money Market
amount of $10,061.76 is also a former CD. We still have a $25,000 CD that earns 5% interest and will mature this
summer. The Mairs and Power investment has recovered to the 2009 amount. Our reserve fund is half the amount
of one year’s budget. Poncin shared that December’s donation letter brought in $11,000. He praised the efforts of
the board and Executive Director Leonard for their work on the 2011 budget. Ponicn said that this budget will
require increased volunteer work, soliciting donations, fundraising, and increasing membership. He also
complimented and thanked Jessica Brockberg for her work.

Executive Director Ben Leonard stated that he was grateful to the Nicollet County Board of
Commissioners for continuing to fund the Society at the same level of $100,000. The State of MN also provides
$50,500 for management of the Traverse des Sioux, Harkin Store, and Fort Ridgely sites. At the end of 2010, we
saw the conclusion of $5,000 provided annually by the City of St. Peter and $5,000 for rent of office space in the
Treaty Site. In addition, we will see a smaller amount of interest income from the Mairs and Power fund. He
stated that he is excited and humbled by the county’s continued funding and support for NCHS. For each person
NCHS serves, it is at a cost of .70 per tax payer. In comparison, for each person served at MHS, it is at a cost of
$4 per tax payer.

The President called for a motion to accept the treasurer’s report. M/S Roger Swenson / Marilyn Roberts.
Motion carried.
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2010 Annual Meeting Minutes continued 7
VI. Director’s Report

Executive Director Ben Leonard thanked the staff and board members. He invited Bev Wetherill to speak
about NCHS Quilters.

Wetherill shared that the quilters continue to meet on Wednesday afternoons. Their current project is a
king size quilt that will have 200+ volunteer hours at its completion. The quilters include: Janet Hoffmann, Onie
Isenberg, Dorothy Schultz, Marilyn Klinert, Dorothy Paulson, Jan Boese and Bev Wetherill. Wetherill also
reported that grade school tours have been a success at the Cox House.

Executive Director Ben Leonard stated that the Cox House has received $30,000 in grant funds to update
the site. He praised and thanked Richard Tostenson for his work at the site.

Leonard shared that the virtual tour of the Treaty Site is being completed. The Society received a grant for
this. The next step is to prepare DVDs which can be distributed to schools all over the state.

He thanked Bob Sandeen for writing the grant to purchase better archive shelving. New shelves have
been installed and the archives have better accessibility.

The handicapped lift is being constructed at the Harkins Store with funds from the state. The staircase is
being remodeled and the extra cedar wood will be donated to Habitat for Humanity in St. Peter.

Fort Ridgely has a new roof. The DNR partnership did not progress, but we are still looking at making
some repairs and changes.

Leonard shared that a disaster plan was developed and put into place prior to the fall flood.
He announced that the Ted Moline Scholarship will be offered for a second year. It was created to honor

the memory of Ted Moline will continue to be awarded due to funds provided by William Harvey and an
anonymous donor.

VII. President’s Report
President Gary Schmidt asked members to refer to page 3 of the Annual Report. He recognized and

thanked board members and employees. Schmidt encouraged people to view the newsletter as a means of
acquiring information. He thanked county commissioners for their support and encouraged others to thank them
as well. He recognized Janet Anthony of the Schmidt Foundation and expressed gratitude for the foundation’s
continued support. Additionally, he thanked William Harvey for his donations to the scholarship fund. He
encouraged attendees to view the list of memberships at the back of the Annual Report. Schmidt invited the
member’s creative thoughts as to how we might increase our membership. We continue to be benefactors of the
Ted Moline estate and he encouraged families to please remember the society as they plan their estates.

VIII. Nominating Committee
The following individuals were nominated for the Nicollet County Historical Society Board of Directors:

First three year term: Bob Schabert, Courtland; Pam Morson, Lafayette
Second three year term: Chris Corley, North Mankato; Jeremy Freeman, St. Peter; Emilie Lokensgard, St. Peter;
Tami Skinner, St. Peter; Sally Webster, Bernadotte Township

There being no further nominations from the floor, a motion was made to accept the slate of Board of
Directors as presented by the nominating committee. M/S Judy Hanson / Lavonne Craig. Motion carried.

The following people were nominated for the 2011 Nicollet County Historical Society Executive
Committee for a one year term:

President Gary Schmidt
Vice President Jeremy Freeman
Treasurer Herb Ponicn
Secretary Tami Skinner
Historian Diane Stenson

Amotion was made to accept the Executive Committee for 2011as presented by the nominating
committee. M/S Sally Webster/ Evie Lokensgard. Motion carried.

IX. Adjournment
Amotion to adjourn the business meeting was made. M/S Bev Wetherill/ Jim Roberts. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m. and was followed by the program, Treaty of Traverse des Sioux,
presented by Dr. William Lass, a Professor Emeritus of History at Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Respectfully submitted,
Tami Skinner, Secretary
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Cox House Report

The Treaty Site served 8,704, up 7 percent from
2010. In fact, if you just look at those people who

paid admission to see the exhibits, Treaty Site
attendance is up 35% over 2010 and over 100%
since 2007. In an era when museum attendance is
falling, this is especially exciting.

The Treaty Site hosted a variety of programs in
2010 from those on Norwegian and Luxembourg
immigration, to “A View from the West Bank During
Arab Spring” and Somali musical traditions. The
film series, now in its third year, has become a great
success.

All of this activity is a good thing, but it has
reminded us of our limitations. At the end of 2011
we embarked on a plan to renovate the research
area and gift shop. The changes will be finalized in
early 2012, and will provide more space for
researchers, a brand new computerized microfilm
reader/printer, revitalized merchandise area, and a
new conference room.

Quilters Report

The Nicollet County Historical
Society Quilters had a busy

year in 2011 as we completed a
year-long project in March, a
small project in May and a full
quilt between May and November
with income totaling $557.

The group has been quilting since
1993, has donated a total of
$7,427, and presently has only 5
active members – Dorothy
Schultz, Marolyn Kleinert, Onie
Isenberg, Janet Hoffmann, and
Bev Wetherill.

The House has seen many
changes the last few years.

2011 was no exception. A
Minnesota Historical Society
Legacy grant allowed the Society
to complete a full-scale
interpretive plan. Some changes
have already been implemented
thanks to the Schmidt
Foundation. A functional kitchen
sink, water heater, dishwasher,
refrigerator, and renovated
bathroom all make the house
much more functional for events,
facility rentals, and programs.
The Cox House Victorian Séance
and Mourning entered its third
year. Christmas continues to
be a big annual event. The House
also received the gift of
a beautiful 1870 square grand
piano which fits wonderfully
into the formal parlor.

“We are not

makers of

history.

We are

made by

history.”
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.



A cool and wet spring, extremly,
hot summer, and three-week

state shutdown led to a less-than-
record year at Harkin Store in
2011. Still, 5,398 people visited
the store. Many came for the
weekly Sunday programs that
have been a tradition for years.
Those included the blue grass,
snakes, Christmas in July, old
schoolhouses, and the annual
West Newton Day. The Minnesota
Historical Society, owners of the
site, continue to restore and
preserve the store, house, and
grounds. If you missed your 2011
trip to Harkin Store, stop by this
coming season to check out the
new staircase, ADA accessible
lift, and the same great
programming you love.

Despite tricky weather and the
three-week forced layoff, 2011

was a big year for the Fort. The
site was very busy with events
happening all the time throughout
the season. Just under 7,000
people came for battlefield tours,
civil war and flag programs, star
watching, vaudeville, theater,
horses and book discussions. The
Minnesota Historical Society
completed a complete energy
audit and recommended changes
like window restoration and
added insulation, to be installed
in 2012. A new crushed granite
walking path now gives
dimension to the entire site and
encourages visitors to walk
around the whole Fort. It’s a great
addition to the interpretation and
accessibility.

Harkin Store Report

Fort Ridgely Report
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2011 Financials
Nicollet County Historical Society

Balance Sheet
as of December 31, 2011

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
100 · CHECKING - GENERAL 22,724.90
101 · PETTY CASH - RIDGELY 100.00
102 · CHECKING - HARKIN STORE 539.80
103 · PETTY CASH 167.66
105 · CHECKING - RIDGELY 6.34
108 · MONEY MARKET - PROGROWTH BANK 45,165.22
110 · INVESTMENTS

116 · CASH - INVEST - MAIRS AND POWER 48,416.14__________
Total 110 · INVESTMENTS 48,416.14__________

Total Checking/Savings 117,120.06
Other Current Assets

130 · MERCHANDISE INVENTORY 7,749.17
132 · MERCH INV. - DONATED 2,500.00
134 · MERCHANDISE INV. - HARKIN 2,095.31
136 · MERCHANDISE INV. - RIDGELY 5,315.24__________

Total Other Current Assets 17,659.72__________
Total Current Assets 134,779.78
Fixed Assets

200 · BUILDING & IMPROVEMENTS 1,950,303.00
202 · OFFICE EQUIP & FURN. 66,025.53
220 · ACCUM. DEP. - BUILDING -779,149.38__________

Total Fixed Assets 1,237,179.15__________
TOTAL ASSETS 1,371,958.93____________________
LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable
300 · ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 6,360.76__________

Total Accounts Payable 6,360.76
Other Current Liabilities

305 · PAYROLL TAXES - FWH & FICA 117.36
310 · PAYROLL TAXES - SWH 274.00
318 · SALES TAX PAYABLE 1,042.66__________

Total Other Current Liabilities 1,434.02__________
Total Current Liabilities 7,794.78__________

Total Liabilities 7,794.78
Equity

390 · UNRESTRICTED FUND BALANCE 1,481,018.47
395 · RESTRICTED FUND BALANCE 18,032.31
399 · RETAINED EARNINGS -106,663.24
Net Income -28,223.39__________

Total Equity 1,364,164.15__________
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,371,958.93____________________

In many respects 2011 was a
difficult year. While County

funding has remained steady, we
did lose some support this past
year. Weird weather and the state
shutdown didn’t help at sites. In
fact, we did end 2011 in the red.
But the sky is not falling. We
finished the year with cash on
hand. Attendance at the Treaty
Site has increased substantially the
last few years, bucking national
trends. Merchandise sales at the
Treaty Site increased substantially
the second half of the year, and
impending renovations will make
us even more successful. Our
2012 budget is set and leaves us
optimistic for a bounce back year.
Most importantly, with the Society
serving more people than ever, we
are viable and strong for the future.

Staff
$161,591.76

Advertising
$1,819.05

Merchandise
$10,335.56

Supplies
$14,653.28

Programs/Exhibits
$10,301.24

Building
$57,026.20

Other
$14,127.22

Annual
Support
$116,597.79

Admissions
$28,775.16

Other
$9,222.80

Grants
$11,375.00

Donations
$11,966.36

MHS
Operations
Grant
$50,500.00

Merchandise
Sales
$16,169.11

INCOME

EXPENSES

1110 2011 Financials by Site
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Income
NCHS as a Whole, 2011

Admissions $ 28,775.16
Merchandise Sales $ 16,169.11
Annual Support $ 116,597.79
MHS Operations Grants $ 50,500.00
Grants $ 11,375.00
Donations $ 11,966.36
Other $ 9,222.80___________

$ 244,606.22

Society Operations, 2011
Admissions $ 960.00
Merchandise Sales $ -
Annual Support $ 116,597.79
MHS Operations Grant $ -
Grants $ 1,375.00
Donations $ 7,318.13
Other $ 8,668.91___________

$ 134,919.83
Treaty Site, 2011

Admissions $ 12,770.76
Merchandise Sales $ 5,461.03
Donations $ 743.80
Grants $ 10,000.00
Other $ 541.29
TdS MHS $ 4,000.00___________

$ 33,516.88

Harkin Store, 2011
Admissions $ 10,176.95
Merchandise Sales $ 7,771.23
Donations $ 1,154.00
MHS Operations Grant $ 16,500.00
Other $ 0.60

___________
$ 35,602.78

E. St. Julien Cox House, 2011
Admissions $ 840.00
Merchandise Sales $ -
Donations $ 2,653.43
Grants $ -
Other $ -___________

$ 3,493.43

Fort Ridgely, 2011
Admissions $ 4,027.45
Merchandise Sales $ 2,936.85
Donations $ 97.00
MHS Operations Grant $ 30,000.00
Other $ 12.00

___________
$ 37,073.30

Expenses

NCHS as a Whole, 2011
Staff $ 161,591.76
Advertising $ 1,819.05
Merchandise $ 10,335.56
Supplies $ 14,653.28
Programs/Exhibits $ 10,301.24
Building $ 57,026.20
Other $ 14,127.22___________

$ 269,854.31

Society Operations, 2011
Staff $ 74,040.88
Advertising $ 1,010.25
Merchandise $ 350.00
Supplies $ 9,739.73
Program/Exhibits $ 5,578.15
Buildings/Grounds $ 566.55
Other $ 11,927.22___________

$ 103,212.78

Treaty Site, 2011
Staff $ 38,728.41
Advertising $ 300.00
Merchandise $ 3,252.11
Supplies $ 3,633.48
Program/Exhibits $ 1,382.58
Building $ 25,751.79___________

$ 75,248.37

Harkin Store, 2011
Staff $ 21,034.35
Advertising $ -
Merchandise $ 4,786.63
Supplies $ 88.43
Programs $ 667.19
Building $ 5,304.08___________

$ 31,880.68

E. St. Julien Cox House, 2011
Staff $ 7,456.44
Advertising $ 91.20
Merchandise $ 64.00
Supplies $ 930.40
Programs $ 783.01
Building* $ 9,936.40___________

$ 19,261.45

Fort Ridgely, 2011
Staff $ 20,331.68
Advertising $ 417.60
Merchandise $ 1,882.82
Supplies $ 261.24
Programs $ 1,890.31
Building $ 15,467.38___________

$ 40,251.03

* Cox House building renovations and a portion of
staff expense were paid by a grant received in 2010

2011 Financials by Site

“Most

importantly,

with the

Society

serving

more people

than ever,

we are

viable and

strong for

the future.”

~ Ben Leonard
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Grants and Allocations
Nicollet County

Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation

Minnesota Historical Society

United Way

Legacy Funds

Program Funding
Smithsonian Institution,

Museum on Main Street

Minnesota Historical& Cultural Grants

National Museum
of the American Indian

Minnesota State Arts Board

Minnesota Humanities Center

Gustavus Adolphus College

Gifts of Time
Each year many, many of you contribute your time,
expertise, and effort. We can’t thank you enough. In
2011 you donated thousands of hours to the Historical
Society. That translates into literally hundreds of
things we couldn’t have done without you. Thank you.

Treaty Site History Center:
over 50 volunteers and over 2,000 hours

Harkin Store:
75 volunteers and 600 hours

Cox House:
over 25 volunteers and 500 hours

Gifts
Mildred Anderson

Al Annexstad

Lois Annexstad

Bernard & Pam Bidelman

Eric Carlson

Cox House Antique Sale

Mel & LaVonne Craig

Duane & Brenda DeBlieck

Eileen Holz

Eunice Holz

Ellis & Janet Jones

Kurt & Maren Leonard

Willis Lindquist

Emilie Lokensgard

Sara & John McKay

James & Patricia McPherson

Beatrice Martinson

Carol & Martin Menk

Janice & Robert Meyer

Barb & Don Olmanson

Ellery & Carol Peterson

Herb Poncin

Red Hat Ladies

Red Men Club

Elizabeth Russell

Arlene Sandeen

Judy & Doug Schultz

Karen Smithers

Neil Stevermer

Loren Sundboom

Linda Swenson

Roland & Edi Thorstensson

Sally Webster

Larry & Joan Zambino

Anonymous

Support
The Society has received very generous support in 2011 from the county, individuals,

organizations, and foundations. Support comes in many forms – monetary donations,
volunteerism, grants, membership, and the very museum collections we rely on. To all
of you who supported we offer our deepest thanks – we truly cannot do this without you.



“History is

a gallery

of pictures

in which

there

are few

originals

and many

copies.”
~ Alexis de Tocqueville

Memorials

2011 Collection Donors

In Memory of
Lavada Fredricksen

Given by
Bill & Marjorie Boys
Duane & Brenda DeBlieck
Janet Hoffmann
Eileen Holz
Eunice Holz
Bob & Leona Isenberg
John & Judy Malmborg
Doug & ReVae Nygard
Herb & Louise Poncin
Bill & Marilyn Robertz
Judy Scholl
Ed & Bev Wetherill

In Memory of
Carroll Hermanson

Given by
Lorraine Olson

In Memory of
Delcie Hyduke

Given by
Judy Scholl

In Memory of
Dwayne Magers

Given by
Gary & Geraldine Schmidt

In Memory of
Blanche Pergol

Given by
Donley Johnson

In Memory of
Wayne Pettis

Given by
Carol & Martin Menk

In Memory of
Olive Peterson

Given by
Eunice Amos
James & Ann Frederichs
Dale & Barbara Haack
Carrol & Elaine Hermanson
Donald & Beverly Gustafson
Verona & Paul Johnson
Jane & Thomas Lalim
Marion & Clarence Veith
Judy Scholl
Cora Sjostrom
Val Youngblom

Barbara Anderson
Kenneth B. Anderson
Janet Anthony
Rachel Anthony
Arts Center of Saint Peter
Pat Bartels
Peg Bindner
Becky Briggs
Steve Briggs
Ann Cardon
City of North Mankato
City of St. Peter
Kenneth Colakovic
Fred Danner
Bob Douglas
Ed and Marsha Eigenbrodt
Kathy Erlandsen
Teresa Ferkenstad
Michael Frederick
Trudi Gaarder
Dorothy (Lueth) Grunst,

represented by Joy Hanel
Gustavus Adolphus College
Fred and Judy Hanson
Chris Harris
Corrine Heiberg

Dennis C. Henry
Mike Hergert
Hickorytech
Gerry Hildebrandt
Pat Hoehn
Janet Hoffmann
Arthur Henry Hopp
Robert Isenberg
Pell Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Jim Kagermeier
Pat Klechner and Art Hopp
Martin Larson
Stephen P. Lauber
Tim Layeux
Emilie Lokensgard
Corinne Marz
Theodore and

Violet Moline estate
Richard Muesing
Sue Munson
Mary and Andrew Nelson
Nicollet Co-op Oil Association
Byron Nordstrom
Sharilyn Nydam
Vernon Olmanson

Donna Ostgarden
Marlin Peterson
Paul Peterson
Olive Peterson
Linda Rist
John Roise
St. Peter

Regional Treatment Center
St. Peter Tourism Bureau
Robert J. Sandeen
Bergliot M. Schevenius
Julie Schrader
Larry E. Skramstad
Gladys Stuntebeck
Hildur Swenson estate
Owen Swenson
Roger Swenson family
Shirley Swenson
Rick Tuomala
Janet Wettergren
CalVerna B. Wilfahrt
Meredith Wills
Marlene Wilson
MaryAnn Zins
Rhoda Zucker
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Memberships

“History

is full of

really good

stories.

That’s

the main

reason I

got into

this racket:

I want to

make the

argument

that

history is

interesting.”
~ Sarah Vowell

$1000 Crossings Circle
Life Members
Marian Anderson
Steven & Becky Briggs
Verlin Carlson
Mel & LaVonne Craig
Mark & Mary Davis
Marie Dranttel
Garfield & Marjorie Eckberg
Julie & Sam Gault
Lisa Gault
Delores Holteen
Emilie Lokensgard
James McPherson
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schmidt
David & Linda Witte

$1,000 Champion Business Member
Gustavus Adolphus College

$200 Advocate Business Member
Arts Center of Saint Peter
BENCO Electric
Citizen’s Bank Lafayette
Crystal Valley Cooperative
First National Bank
Goodrich Construction
Nelson Printing
Nicollet County Bank
Schmidt’s Meat Market
St. Peter Herald

Life Members
Carl Aanonsen
Ken & Janet Albrecht
Mildred Anderson
Lois Annexstad
Phyllis Annexstad
Marshall & Janet Anthony
Willis & Rachel Anthony
Marion Babcock
Paul & Helen Baumgartner
Gloria Benson
John & Rosemary Braun
Marilla Burch
Arlyce Bussman
Napoleon Chagnon
Stanley Davis
Dr. William Dobbs
Mrs. T.R. Fritsche
Mrs. George Gatchell
Bruce & Sue Gray

Fred & Judy Hanson
Charles Hendrickson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hilding
Janet Hoffmann
Eunice Holz
Carl & Susan Johnson
Gene Kind
Mrs. Harry Kramer
John Kvamme
Mrs. William Lager
Arne Langsjoen
Eunice Larson
Mrs. Richard Larson
Mrs. Elgene Lund
Wayne Lynn
Malcolm Mackenzie
Eugene Majerowicz
Beatrice Martinson
Mrs. J.L.. McClellan
Mr. & Mrs. C.N. McRostie
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Menk
A.W. Meyer
Robert Moline
Cliff & Theresa Mollert
Mrs. Herbert Monke
Barb & Don Olmanson
Dr. & Mrs. Vern Olmanson
Lorraine & Harold Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ostrom
Dennis Paschke
Albert Peichel
Ellery & Carol Peterson
Marion Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Pettis
Herbert & Louise Poncin
Bill & Marilyn Robertz
Marilyn Rodning
Arlene Sandeen
Wayne Schmidt
Judy Scholl
Cora Sjostrom
Robert Swedberg
Roger & Linda Swenson
Olive Thomas
Henry Thompson
Mrs. Clarence Veith
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Volk
Merton & Margaret Wenner
Ed & Bev Wetherill
Pearl Wilkinson
Val Youngbloom

Supporter Members
Kurt & Maren Leonard
Joy Lutzi
Marlin Peterson
Loren Sundboom

Patron Members:
Lois Annexstad
Larry & Judy Biederman
Eric Carlson
Steve & Betsy Hogberg
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Palmer
Riverside Dental Care
Bob Sandeen
Sally Webster
West Newton Township
Stephen & Barbara Wilkinson

Sustaining Members:
Julie & Chris Gilbert
Robert & Leona Isenberg
Ranae & Robert Peterson
Roland & Edi Thorstensson

Family Members
Nita & Paul Aasen
John Allerson
Frani & Mark Anderson
Eric Annexstad
Ron & Rebecca Arsenault
Steve & Jen Baxa
Richard Beran
Marilyn & Bill Bessler
Bernard & Pam Bidelman
Dan Bock
Claude & Sandy Brew
Peggy & Gil Carlson
Katha & John Chamberlain
Richard & Bonnie Compart
Chris & Jolly Corley
Roger & Lois Currier
Dave’s Place
Duane & Brenda DeBlieck
Dwight & Geni DeBoer
Dave Dworshak
Paul & Connie Eckberg
Bernhard & Marilyn Erling
Pastor & Mrs. Ferkenstad
Alma & Jerome Forst
Jeremy & Michel Freeman
Terry & Sandy Gappa
Richard & Joyce Gardner
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Memberships
Jean & Lee Gansen
Don & Beverly Gustafson
Stuart & Mary Ann Hanson
Lisa Isenberg
Ray & Liz Jacobson
Jeff & Vanessa Jaster
Ellis & Janet Jones
Ardis & Earl Lund
Mike & Maryetta McCarty
Betty & Tom McGraw-Hynes
John & Sara McKay
Cindy & Larry Mohr
Terry Morrow
Pam & Steve Morson
Dale & Kay Mowbray
Dick Muesing
Thorild & Ardith Nelson
Janet & Byron Nordstrom
Carolyn O’Grady & Jim Bonilla
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Palmer
Diane & Dean Peterson
Myrna Schoeb
Sue & Lee Schott
Douglas & Judy Schultz
Tami & Jeff Skinner
Marty & Carol Sterner
Lydell & Joy Struck
Owen & Evie Swenson
Traverse des Sioux

Genealogical Society
Bob & Victoria Vogel
Michael & Bonnie Webster
Buster & Nina West
Larry & Joan Zambino
Nancy Zempel

Individual Members:
Josephine Amiot
Eunice Amos
Margaret Binder
Shirley Bishop
Janet Boese
Ruth Brandel
Carolyn Brethorst
Herbert Brunner
Helen Christianson
JoAnne Cochran
Margie Cooney
Eleanor Depuydt
Opal Dewanz
Maria Erling
Jackie Feldman
Michael Frederick
Colleen Freitag
Joyce Gillen
Paula Goblirsch
Scott Hermanson
Elaine & Carroll Hermanson
Gerry Hildebrandt
Dale Himmelman
Jan Holte
Carol Jackson
Renee Jackson
Charles Johnson
Donley Johnson
Helen Johnson
Marjorie Johnson
Victoria Johnson
Patricia Judd
Glenn Kieker
Marolyn Kleinert

Donna Kowal
Rita Kramer Joerg
Lori Lahlum
Ruth Larson
Stanley Lindquist
Willie Lindquist
Loren Lindsay
Maria Lokensgard
Mary Long
Dolores Lueck
Edward F. McLean
Gayla Mattson
Phyllis Maxwell
Catherine Neitge
Craig Nelson
Evie Nelson
Roger Norland
Ray Olson
Wade Olson
Bruce Osborn
Judith Penhiter
John Quist
Marshall Peterson
Donna Resner
JoAnn Schmidt
Dorothy Schultz
Jennifer St. Julien Powers
Neil Stevermer
Bernadine Thompson
John Vogel
Wood Lake

Battlefield Preservation
Gertrude Wright
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1851 N. Minnesota Avenue • St. Peter, MN 56082
Phone: (507) 934-2160 • Fax: (507) 934-0172

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Sunday 1–4 p.m.
Archives: Tues.–Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

General information: museum@nchsmn.org
Archives information: research@nchsmn.org

Website: www.nchsmn.org


